VIIIth  National Hematology Conference 

IVth Balkan Hematology Days
18 – 20th  September 2009, Hotel ,,Hilton” - Sofia
S C I E N T I F I C    P R O G R A M
18.09.2009. (Friday)
12.30 – 13.00 WELCOME AND OPENING 
S.Toshkov, Executive Director of NSBALHZ, Chairman of the Organizing Committee
13.00 – 14.00 Novartis Oncology Satellite Symposium (Interactive Voting System):
Moderator: G. Mihailov
13:00 – 13:15 Presentaion of Novartis Oncology products in hematology. S. Popov
13:15 – 13:30
  New trends in treatment of bone disease with Zoledronic acid (Zometa®) in multiple myeloma. V. Goranova-Marinova
13:30 – 13:45
Imatinib mesilate (Glivec®) – Gold standard for treatment of chronic myeloid leukemia: Seven-years follow-up resuls from IRIS study. S. Goranov
13:45 – 14:00
Successful treatment of chronic myeloid leukemia with Nilotinib (Tasigna®) – Results from recent clinical trials. L. Gercheva 
14.00 – 15.00 SCIENTIFIC SESSION – ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA 

Chairmen: S. Goranov, G. Mihailov
14:00 – 14:10
THERAPY OUTCOME IN YOUNG ADULTS WITH NEWLY DIAGNOSED ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA.  B. Spassov, P. Ganeva, M. Staneva, I. Gulubova, J. Tzechev, G. Arnaudov, V. Hrischev, D. Peichev, G. Balatzenko, A. Stoimenov, M. Guenova, S. Angelova, G. Mihaylov

14:10 – 14:20 CLINICAL AND BIOLOGICAL  FEATURES AND OUTCOME OF  PATIENTS WITH ACUTE PROMYELOCYTIC LEUKAEMIA TREATED IN THE SPECIALISED HOSPITAL FOR HEMATOLOGICAL DISEASES  FOR A PERIOD OF 10 YEARS. P. Ganeva,  M. Guenova, G. Balacenko, B. Spasov, E. Bekrieva, S. Angelova, A. Stoimenov, G. Mihaylov, S. Toshkov  
14:20 – 14:30
INTERMEDIATE-DOSE CYTOSINE ARABINOSIDE AS POST-REMISSION CONSOLIDATION THERAPY IN PATIENTS  WITH ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA.  Е. Hadjiev, К. Alexandrova, М. Zyumbyuleva, А. Stanchev, Е. Vikentieva
14:30 – 14:40 ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIAS TREATED FOR A SEVEN-YEARS PERIOD IN HEMATOLOGY CLINIC OF UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL ALEXANDROVSKA.  M. Zyumbyuleva, L. Shemelekova, Ts. Vasileva, M. Slavova, A. Stanchev, E.Hadjiev, K. Alexandrova, D. Popova, G. Balatzenko, M. Velizarova

14:40 – 14:50 PARTIAL TAMDEM DUPLICATIONS OF MLL GENE (MLL-PTD) IN ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA: INCIDENCE, CLINICAL CHARACTERISTCS AND PROGNOSIS. G. Balatzenko, М. Guenov, B. Spasov, V. Hrischev, V. Shivarov, P. Ganeva, А. Stoimenov, G. Mihailov, S. Toshkov.
14:50 – 15:00  EXPERIENCE IN THE THERAPY OF PATIENTS WITH ACUTE MYELOID LEUKAEMIA IN CLINIC OF HAEMATOLOGY - VARNA. L. Gercheva, A. Zhelyazkova, V. Gerov, H. Varbanov, R. Rachev, I. Micheva, N. Stavrev.

15:00 – 15:30 COFFEE BREAK
15:30 – 18:00 4-th BALKAN HEMATOLOGY DAYS
Chairmen: R. Gologan (Romania), J. Raynov (Bulgaria)
15:30 – 16:00 CLINICAL UTILITY OF MICROARRAY-BASED GENE EXPRESSION PROFILING IN THE DIAGNOSIS AND SUB-CLASSIFICATION OF ACUTE MYELOID LEUKAEMIA AND/OR MDS. Ken Mills, UK.  

16:00 – 16:20 HEMATOPOIETIC STEM CELL TRANSPLANTATION FOR HEMOGLOBINOPATHIES: CURRENT ASPECTS. Joulia Peristeri, Greece.
16:20 – 16:40
CHILDHOOD ACUTE MYELOID LEUKAEMIA. Tiraje Celkan, Turkey. 

16:40 – 17:00  UPDATE ON TREATMENT OF PEDIATRIC ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA. Dragana Janiĉ, Serbia. 
17:00 – 17:20 EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DATA ON MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROME IN ROMANIA. Radu Gologan, Daniela Georgescu, Aurelia Tatic, Ioana Radulescu, Didona Vasilache, Romania.
17:20 – 17:40 DATA FROM THE REGISTRY OF THE PATIENTS WITH MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROME FROM CLINIC OF HEMATOLOGY FUNDENI CLINICAL INSTITUTE BUCHAREST – ROMANIA – A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS FROM FAB TO WHO CLASSIFICATION. Otilia Georguescu, Romania. 
17:40 – 18:00 ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA - TIME TO STRATIFICATION. Georgi Michailov, Bulgaria.
18:00 – 18:30 Bristol Mayers Squib Satellite Symposium
Dasatinib (Sprycell®) in the treatment of chronic myeloid leukemia. Е. Hadjiev 
18.30 – 19.15  ROUND TABLE OF HEALTH CARE SPECIALISTS: Medical standards for health care in hematology 

18.00 – 19.00 – POSTER SESSION 
1. IRON OVERLOAD IN PATIENTS WITH SECONDARY MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROME (FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT). J.  Grudeva-Popova, I. Nenova, D. Tumbeva, S. Yankova, M. Valtcheva
2. ACUTE LEUKAEMIA FOLLOWING MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROME – DIAGNOSTIC CRITERIA AND THERAPEUTIC OPPORTUNITIES (PRESENT AND FUTURE). A. Stanchev, K. Alexandrova, M. Slavova, Sv. Hristova, E. Hadjiev

3. CLINICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF PATIENTS WITH NEWLY DIAGNOSED BLASTIC LEUCOSIS IN THE CLINIC OF HEMATOLOGY OF UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL ,,G. STRANSKI” FOR A 5-YEARS PERIOD. L.Bogdanov, М. Bachiska, I. Hristova, V. Slavcheva, N. Tzvetkov, А. Аntonov, B. Tzvetkova, D. Penkova.      

4. EIGHT CLINICAL CASES OF ACUTE MEGAKARYOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA IN ADULTS. N. Petkova, K. Alexandrova, T. Dikov, G. Tsvetkova, D. Popova, S. Hristova, E. Hadjiev.

5. ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIAS IN ADULTS OLDER THAN 60 YEARS, TREATED IN HEMATOLOGY CLINIC OF  ALEXANDROVSKA HOSPITAL FOR A SEVEN-YEARS PERIOD. Ts. Vasileva, M. Zyumbyuleva, L. Shemelekova, M. Slavova, E. Hadjiev, D. Popova, G. Balatzenko, M. Velizarova
6. SUCCESSFUL MANAGEMENT WITH OCTREOTIDE OF A CHILD WITH L-ASPARAGINASE INDUCED NECROTIC PANCREATITS. V. Kaleva, I. Racheva, M. Belcheva, H. Hristozova, E. Peteva 
7. MYELOID SARCOMA – A LITERATURE REVIEW AND CASES REPORT. Nenova I, Tumbeva D, Grudeva-Popova J.

8. ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA IN A PATIENT WITH Klinefelter`s syndrome - CASE REPORT. V. Slavcheva. Ts. Lukanov, S. Angelova, G, Balatzenko, N. Txvetkov, А. Antonov, L. Bogdanov.
9. CHRONIC MYELOMONOCYTIC LEUKEMIA - CLINICO-BIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS IN 18 PATIENTS. G. Tsvetkova, E. Hadjiev, N. Petkova, K. Alexandrova, Ts. Vasileva, M. Slavova

10. BIOLOGICAL HETEROGENEITY OF BCR-ABL(+) ACUTE LEUKEMIAS IN ADULTS. G. Balatzenko, М. Guenova, V. Hrischev, P. Ganeva, К. Alexandrova, J. Grudeva–Popova, А. Stoimenov, S. Toshkov.
11. CASE OF ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA WITH MULTILINEAGE DYSPLASIA AND DELETION OF THE LONG ARM OF CHROMOSOME 9. L. Mitev, R  Stanchev, I. Gigov, J. Rainov

12. CASE OF ,,5q – SYNDROME” – RESULTS FROM TREATMENT WITH LENALIDOMIDE. I. Gigov, L. Mitev, R. Stanchev, А. Nedeva, I. Nikolov, I. Damjanov, J. Rainov
13.  GENETIC VARIANT 677C>T МТНFR AND BLOOD LEVELS OF HOMOCYSTEIN IN PATIENTS WITH ESSENTIAL THROMBOCYTHEMIA AND POLYCYTHEMIA VERA, AND THROMBOTIC COMPLICATIONS. A. Antonov, K. Kovacheva, P. Ivanov, R. Komsa-Penkova, N. Tzvetkov

14. ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA FOLLOWING BLAST TRANSFORMATION OF CHRONIC MYELOID LEUKEMIA WITH ATYPICAL KARYOTYPE TREATED WITH IMATINIB MESILATE (GLIVEC®). R. Stanchev, L. Mitev, I. Gigov, А. Nedeva, I. Damjanov, R. Vladimirova, D. Popova, J. Rainov
15. A RARE EXTRAMEDULLARY ONSET OF AML-M4 WITH INFILTRAION OF THE MYOCARD AND THORACIC SPINE. P. Georgiev, K. Sotirova, E. Spassov, M. Dimitrova, F. Nikolov, Z. Zaprianov, S. Goranov.

16. THE ROLE OF SUPPORTIVE THERAPY WITH BLOOD AND BLOOD PRODUCTS IN TREATMENT OF ADULT PATIENTS WITH ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA. S. Ivanova, M. Staneva
17. INTERGRATED DIAGNOSTIC APPROACH IN AGGRESSIVE B-CELL NEOPLASIA WITH FEATURES INTERMEDIATE BETWEEN DLBCL AND BURKITT LEUKEMIA/LYMPHOMA – REPORT OF TWO CASES V. Shivarov, S. Аngelova, G. Balatzenko, N. Stojanov, M. Guenova
18. Application of LSI BCR/ABL DOUBLE colour, double fusion Probe for detection of bcr/abl gene. M. Velizarova, E. Hadjiev, K. Aleksandrova, I. Dimova, D. Toncheva
20.00 - COCKTAIL
19.09.2009г. (Saturday)

9.00 – 9.30  Satellite Symposium of Amgen, Bulgaria
The role of Pegfilgrastim in Dose Intensity. Ruth Pettengell, UK
9.30 – 10.30 Satellite Symposium of Janssen–Cilag. „VELCADE® – A basis of therapeutic protocols in the treatment of multiple myeloma”
Moderator: G. Mihailov
9.30 – 9.50 Velcade-associated regimens – Trens in patients suitable for autologous stem cells transplantation. G. Mihailov. 
9.50 – 10.10  Velcade – a well established efficacy and foreseeable tolerability in the therapy of multiple myeloma. G. Mihailov 
10.10 – 10.30
Clinical cases. J. Rainov.
10.30 – 11.00  COFFEE BREAK
11.00 – 12.30 Satellite Symposium of Roche Bulgaria. A new chance for patients with CLL – from clinical trials to practice.
Moderator: G. Mihailov
11.00 – 11.05 Opening. G. Mihailov

11.05 – 11.25 The role of laboratory in modern diagnosis of CLL. М. Guenova.
11.25 – 11.45 CLL 8 – New standard for untreated CLL patients. S. Goranov
11.45 – 12.05 Current challenges in the treatment of CLL. J. Rainov.

12.05 – 12.25 REACH – A chance for patients with relapsed/refractory CLL. L. Gercheva.
12.25 – 12.30
Discussion
12.00 – 14.00 LUNCH
14.00 – 16.00 PLENARY SESSION 
Chairmen: J. Peristeri (Greece), T. Celkan (Turkey)
14.00 – 14.40 HEMATOPOIETIC STEM CELL TRANSPLANTATION IN HODGKIN’S LYMPHOMA. Anna Sureda, Spain 
14.40 – 15.20 MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROMES; A SHORT AND PRACTICAL REVIEW. Harry C Schouten, The Netherlands
15.20 – 16.00 CLASSIFICATION SCHEME OF ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIAS: CHALLENGES OF DEFINING HOMOGENEOUS, BIOLOGICALLY RELEVANT, AND MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE ENTITIES. Wolf-Dieter Ludwig, Germany 
16.00 – 16.30 COFFEE BREAK
16.30 – 17.30 SCIENTIFIC SESSION – MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROMES
Chairmen: L. Gercheva, J. Grudeva-Popova
16.30 – 16.50 THE ROLE OF CYTOGENETIC ANALYSIS IN PROGNOSTIC STRATIFICATION IN PATIENTS WITH MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROMES. I. Nikolov, L. Mitev, R. Stanchev, I. Damjanov, А. Nedeva, R. Vladimirova, Z. Ramsheva, I. Gigov, T. Popova, Т. Kancheva, J. Rainov, V. Uzunova, D. Popova 
16.50 – 17.10 Clinical characteristics and overall survival in patients with myelodysplastic syndrome in the Clinic of Hematology, University Hospital, Varna. Reassessment according to WHO classification and IPSS. I. Micheva, V. Gerov, R. Rachev, H. Varbanov, A. Zhelyazkova, N. Stavrev, L. Gercheva

17.10 – 17.30 Clinical Characteristics, Treatment and Survival in 177 Previosly Untreated Patients with MDS. V.S. Goranova-Marinova, K. Sotirova, I.Hristova, E. Spasov, K. Sapunarova, M. Dimitrova, P.Georgiev, I.Nenova , J. Grudeva-Popova, S. Goranov 

17.30 – 18.30 Satellite Symposium of Bayer Schering Pharma. Zevalin – Today's consolidation is certainty for tomorrow.

Moderator: J. Rainov
Speaker: S.Goranovв



18.30 – 19.00 Satellite Symposium of Novartis Oncology
Moderator: D. Konstantinov
18:30 - 18:45
Success in modern chelation therapy of thalassaemia  major. D.Bobev
18:45 – 18:55
The role of Exjade (deferasirox) in the therapy of myelodysplastic syndomes. J. Rainov
18:55 – 19:00
Discussion and conclusion remarks. D. Konstantinov
20:00 OFFICIAL DINNER
20.09.2009г. (Sunday)

9.00 – 9:40 Satellite Symposium of Chiesi „Protect the heart,  grant a  life ”
Moderator: G. Mihailov
9:00 –9:20
The heart: The role of chelation therapy. M. Rangelova
9:20 –9:40
New trends in the treatment of iron overload. V. Kaleva 
9:40 –10:00
Presentation of CSC Pharmaceuticals - Bulgaria
Palonosetron (ALOXI®), second generation setron – evolution of emesis control. J. Rainov
10:00 –10:15    Presentation of Vifor
Bivalent or trivalent iron for oral administration – Physician’s right to choose. Which are the differences that break out the paradigm?. R. Simeonov
10.15 – 10.45 COFFEE BREAK
10.45 – 11.45 SCIENTIFIC SESSION - ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA 

Chairmen: Е.Hadjiev, N. Tzvetkov
10.45 – 11.00 TEL-AML1 POSITIVE ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA IN CHILDHOOD: CLINICAL FEATURES AND DYNAMICS OF MINIMAL RESIDUAL DISEASE. N. Jouroucova, G. Balatzenko, K. Bachvarov, M. Jordanova, D. Konstantiniv, B. Avramova, A. Stoimenov, D. Bobev
11.00 – 11.15 CLINICAL ANALYSIS OF THE STATUS AND TREATMENT OUTCOME IN PATIENTS WITH ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKAEMIA. L. Gercheva ,V. Gerov, A. Zhelyazkova, H. Varbanov, R. Rachev, I. Micheva, N. Stavrev.

11.15 – 11.30 A DIRECT PROOF THAT ABERRANT SOMATIC HYPERMUTATION OF THE BCL6 ONCOGENE IS TRIGGERED BY ACTIVATION-INDUCED CYTIDINE DEAMINASE (AID). V. Shivarov, R. Shinkura, M. Ivanova, H. Shivarov, T. Honjo
11.30 – 11.45 FOLLOW-UP OF THE ACHIEVED THERAPEUTIC RESPONSE IN PATIENTS WITH ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA, TREATED IN THE NATIONAL SPECIALIZED HEMATOLOGY HOSPITAL FOR A 7-YEARS PERIOD. Е. Bekrieva, P. Ganeva, К. Mishovska, G. Balatzenko, А. Stoimenov, М. Guenova, V. Nikolova, S.Angelova, G. Mihailov, D. Peichev.
11.45 - 12.45 – SCIENTIFIC SESSION - LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS
Chairmen: D. Vasileva, L. Mitev
11.45 – 12.00 MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROMES – KINETIC PARAMETERS OF ERYTHROCYTES AND PLATELETS. D. Vasileva, К. Nikolova
12.00 – 12.15 FLOW CYTOMETRIC STUDY IN PATIENTS WITH MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROMES. V. Nikolova, V. Shivarov, S. Angelova, V. Hrischev, A. Lilova, M. Guenova
12.15 – 12.30 EVALUATION OF MINIMAL RESIDUAL DISEASE USING MULTIPARAMETER FLOW CYTOMETRY IN PATIENTS WITH ACUTE LEUKEMIA. М. Guenova, N. Stojanov, V. Shivarov, V. Nikolova, G. Balatzenko, P. Ganeva, G. Mihailov.
12.30 – 12.45 CYTOGENETIC MARKERS OF EVOLUTIONARY CHANGES IN KARYOTYPES OF PATIENTS WITH MYELODYSPLASTIC SYNDROME AND ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA. S. Angelova, P. Angelova, G. Mihailov, V. Nikolova, M. Simeonova, P. Ganeva, B. Spasov, I. Christov, N. Tzvetkov., M. Romanova, S. Toshkov
12.45 – 13.00 CLOSING REMARKS
S. Toshkov, Executive Director of NSBALHZ, Chairman of the Organizing Committee
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